The role of ultrasound in the diagnosis of breast cancer.
Ultrasonography (US) of the breast is not applied to its optimal capacity if it is restricted to the differentiation between cystic and solid lesions and evaluation of dense breasts. It can play a major role in the detection of breast cancer; not only because of detection of mammographically occult lesions but also because of more accurate identification of lesion characteristics suspicious of malignancy. Its yield is highest among women younger than 50 years. However, one should keep in mind that the profit obtained by US shows not only the diagnostic accuracy of US but also that of mammography. Further improvement can be achieved by refinement in US diagnosis, especially with respect to the US characteristics of diffusely growing cancers.